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Read with your child!

Professor 
David Koch 
returns to speak on 
“The Indian Wars 
in Connecticut History”
   One of this library’s most popular speakers 
David Koch  returns on Thursday, March 6 
at 6:30 p.m. to detail some of the battles 
fought in our state during the Pequot-
Mohegan War and King Philip’s War and 
to demonstrate how these events affected 
the lives of Connecticut’s earliest colonists.  
Prof. David Koch teaches history at 
Housatonic Community College in 
Bridgeport and is widely known in our state 
as a most engaging and informative 
speaker. Included in his talk are descriptions 

of an especially fierce battle of 1637 in 
Fairfield that ended the Pequot-Mohegan 
War, fought between two rival tribes. As the 
professor notes, all of early America was 
shaped by the experiences of these wars.  
Come enjoy this lively and stimulating talk 
and bring your questions. Free refreshments 
will be served following this program.Fr
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Ancient Games
   Adults are invited to the March 4 and April 1 
meetings of the library’s new Ancient Games. 
Occurring on the first Tuesday of every month 
at 6pm, players will learn to play the ancient 
games of Mahjong, Chess, Go, Mancala, and 
Pachisi. Each represents a major evolution in 
gaming and new games will be added as we 
progress. Each time a new game is presented, 
a lesson will be provided. Boards and pieces 
will be supplied by the Library. For more 
information, contact Ian Parsells, the head 
librarian and club moderator at:
 headlibrarian@biblio.org or call 203-734-1492. 
Registration is not required. No previous 
experience required. 

   Having trouble 
with that one math 
problem on your 
homework that you 
just can’t get? Need 
help finishing that 
book report? From 
3 pm-5 pm Monday 
through Thursday at the library’s 
Information Desk, students are invited 
to bring their homework, text books, 
and other related materials for free 
tutoring in Math and English from 
Library staff. There is no registration 
required for this service, but it is on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Ask Ian 
Parsells, the head librarian, for 
more details.

   Research has shown an improvement in children’s interest in reading when they 
read with someone. Snuggling down with your child and a book is a nice way to spend 
some of these cold winter evenings. What better way to tuck your child in and say 
goodnight than with a shared story. Here at the Derby Neck Library we have a full set of 
57 books entitled “We Both Read” that will help you and your child to enjoy quality time 
with a good book. The books range from Pre K to grades 3-4 and include bilingual titles. 
This series is effective in engaging reluctant readers and giving them the confidence to 
read aloud and share their thoughts on the story. Sharing the reading experience can
                                reduce the frustrations of beginning and struggling readers and make 
                                it a fun experience for all. Reading together gives the child an 
                               opportunity to relax and listen to the fluent reading of more complex 
                               text as it is modeled for them. This allows for an increase in comprehension 
                               and an enthusiasm for reading. An added bonus is that these books are 
                               aligned to Common Core State Standards which the state of Connecticut 
                                is implementing throughout the state. We are adding to the collection 
                               with a series of science-oriented nonfiction titles called “Beginners 
                               Nonfiction”. Another series we are adding is called “Common Core 
                               Mathematics”. “We Both Read” and “We read Phonics” have received 
many awards including two Teachers’ Choice awards. Come to the library with your child 
and check out this fun, exciting and educational series and READ TOGETHER!!

    



Computer Classes
   If you know little to nothing about computers, 
are afraid or confused about them, or interested 
but don’t know where to start, this is the place 
for you. We cover the basics of Microsoft Word 
and Excel, email, and how to search the Internet 
for whatever interests you. There is no fee, you 
can start any day, but you can only attend once 
a week. Classes last an hour and are held on 
Mondays at 6 pm and Tuesdays/Wednesdays at 
10:30 am. For more information, call Bob 
Carmona at 203-734-1492.
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                                                       By Patricia E. Sweeney
   Frances Kellogg’s aunt Helen V. Osborne was married to this 
well-known music critic who spent most of his career in New 
York City, writing for the New York Tribune  newspaper. Henry 
Krehbiel was very influential in Frances’ life, exposing her to his 
cultural experiences in Manhattan, full of famous musicians 
and singers. Young Frances stayed in her uncle and aunt’s 
apartment on visits to the city, beginning most likely in her 
early teens. Her father would often send her from the train 
station in Ansonia, almost adjacent to his business office.
   When Krehbiel was hired as a lecturer at the newly founded 
Institute of Musical Arts (IMA) in New York in 1905, he had 
Frances enroll as a student of violin and music theory. The 
violin was his own master instrument. His wife Helen was a 
talented church organist.
                                              Coming from a German-American 
                                              household (both of Krehbiel’s 
                                              parents were German immigrants 
                                              to the U.S.), he gravitated toward 
                                              the master composers of that 
                                              nation. He especially championed 
                                              the works of Wagner. Working from 
                                              the extensive notes of Beethoven 
                                              scholar A.W. Thayer, Krehbiel 
                                              expanded upon and completed 
                                              the three-volume Life of Ludwig 
                                              van Beethoven in 1921. Among his 
                                              earlier books were a number of 
                                              studies of opera and Afro-American 
                                              Folk-Songs, published in 1914.

                                                              Go West  (Buster Keaton, 1925). 
                                                               Charlie Chaplin’s image, even more 
                                                               than Marilyn Monroe’s, transcends 
                                                               the movie screen; the Little Tramp’s 
                                                               mustachioed face is the ultimate 
                                                               icon of the cinema. Returning to 
Chaplin’s films, one is struck ever anew by their artistry, their singularity of 
vision, and their timelessness. However, the cloying sentimentality that 
pervades his body of work precludes him, in my view, from being 
considered a filmmaker of the first rank. Chaplin is the Steven Spielberg of 
silent clowns. grabbing importunately at your heartstrings and tugging 
until they can bear no more. Chaplin’s somewhat lesser-known 
contemporary Buster Keaton, on the other hand, is unquestionably a 
Pantheon-level director, a poet-philosopher of the cinema worthy of 
being mentioned alongside the likes of Ozu, Bergman, Hitchcock, 
Tarkovsky, Malick, Ford, and Bresson. Between 1923 and 1929, Keaton 
produced the most miraculous string of comedic feature films in history — 
only Preston Sturges’s similarly remarkable run between 1940 and 1944 
can be compared to it. Known as “The Great Stone Face,” Keaton faced 
the machinations of a cruelly indifferent universe in picture after picture, 
armed with nothing but unfazed stoicism and an astonishing disregard 
for his own physical safety. Buster was also a master satirist — his first 
feature, Three Ages, ridicules D.W. Griffith’s 1916 epic Intolerance — and 
in Go West, one of his least-seen pictures, he takes on none other than 
Charlie Chaplin and his shameless brand of audience-baiting maudlinity. 
Playing a Tramp-like vagabond known only as “Friendless,” Keaton follows 
the sage advice of a Horace Greeley statue and makes his way West to 
a cattle ranch.  Some memorable gags ensue, including one of Buster’s 
trademark chase scenes, but it is Buster’s absurdly tender relationship 
with a cow named “Old Brown Eyes” which is at the center of the film.  
This seems atypical for a Keaton picture, until we realize that “Old Brown 
Eyes” is really a stand-in for Chaplin’s doe-eyed love interests: a point 
which is hilariously reinforced by the ending of Go West, in which the 
ranch owner offers Keaton any reward he chooses — and Buster says 
“Her,” pointing past the rancher’s chagrined daughter at “Old Brown 
Eyes.”  Then all four of them drive off happily into the sunset — a 
conclusion as strange and subversive as anything dreamed up by 
Sturges or the Marx brothers.  Yet the most telling — and, indeed, the most 
moving — moment in Go West occurs when a poker rival draws a gun 
on Buster and ordershim to smile.  “The Great Stone Face” puts two 
fingers at the corners of his mouth and moves them upward, resulting in 
a pitifully unnatural grimace.  To smile was impossible for Buster Keaton, 
that sublime, long-suffering angel of the cinema, but I cannot think of 
him without doing so.

   On Monday, March 17 at 12:30 p.m. all women are invited to 
join in a discussion of Irish literature at the monthly meeting of 
“Women’s Forum,” moderated by Pat Sweeney of our staff. 
Pat will bring in examples of the best of Irish poetry, mythology, 
and wit (and maybe more) for all to enjoy. On Monday, April 21 
at 12:30 p.m. our meeting will focus on two short stories — 
“My Son, the Physicist” by Isaac Asimov and “The Project” by 
David Means. Copies of these stories will be provided at the 
March meeting and will be available after that at our circulation 
desk. All participants may wish to bring a light lunch. Free coffee 
and tea will be served. For more information, please speak to 
Pat Sweeney or call 203-734-1492.
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Henry Edward Krehbiel 
Music Critic and Scholar (1854-1923)

ANDREW’S 
PICKS

“Women’s Forum” 
Upcoming Discussions

Go West

   Tech Talks resumes in March with a 
session on Scanning and Basic Photo 
Editing. You will learn how to use a digital 
scanner and photo editing software to 
archive home photographs, documents, 
and more. As always, the classes will be held on the third Wednesday of 
the month at 10:30am. Registration forms for the November class are kept 
at the circulation desk. Stay tuned for April’s topic!

Tech Talks



  

Writers’ Round
   Now meeting twice every month, Writers Round is a club for writers of all 
sorts to come together and share their work, critiques, and experience. 
On the 2nd Tuesday, we have the Writers Round Write-In where we focus 
on writing from 6pm-8pm. On the 3rd Thursday, we have our discussion 
session where we start with an inspirational quote on writing and end with 
a writing prompt for the next meeting. For more information, feel free to 
contact Ian Parsells, head librarian and club coordinator: 
headlibrarian@biblio.org or call 203-734-1492.

Children’s Corner
     Spoiler Alert! This year’s Summer 
Reading theme will be all about 
science. If you and your child 
haven’t been to our Tuesday Toddler 
Science Class at 11am you are 
missing out on the opportunity to 
see just how much young children can enjoy science. 
Using Powerpoint presentations, books, music, 
experiments and work sheets the class offers children 
(and their grownups) a chance to have a hands-on 
experience with things like space, simple machines, 
hidden forces, anatomy, seasons and many other 
scientific facts. This class will continue right through 
the summer and will include some outside science 
programs beginning in July. Mark your calendars and 
enjoy the warmth of playing and learning about the 
world around you with your child. 
             --- MISS KATHI  
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Teen Movie Night
   On March 18 at 5:30pm, teens are invited to watch The Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire on blu-ray. This sequel to the blockbuster original Hunger 
Games, sees increased action as well as plot twists and intrigue. 
Refreshments will be served at the start and pizza at the midway point. 
The doors will be locked to latecomers at 5:45pm, so be sure to be there 
on time, or you won’t get in! Registration is required as seating will be
limited, so sign up early. 

Teen Video Game Tournament
   On April 26 from 2pm-4pm, the Library will be having a video game 
tournament featuring a title on the library’s new Wii U. Prizes will be 
awarded to the top teens/tweens. The more players compete, the 
more prizes will be available up to a maximum of 3. Just want to watch? 
Simply show up day of and you can enjoy the refreshments and the 
action. The more the merrier! No registration is required. 

Teen Game Day
   On March 27 from 5pm-7pm, the Library will be having the next Teen 
Game Day. A new program from the summer, Teen Game Day offers 
teens a bunch of different gaming options to stay entertained. Board 
games, dice games, card games, Wii U and more! Refreshments will be 
served. No registration is required. 

 & a MovieAMERICAN

HUSTLE

TEEN HAPPENINGS

       Recurring Children’s Programs
   These programs offer a wonderful way to spend time 
with your children and dance and sing away the winter 
blues. While each class is designed for an age group, 
infants of all ages are welcome. It is never too early to 
introduce your child to these programs. Check the 
calendar for exact dates and times. All programs will be 
drop-in with no registration required. We welcome 
patrons from all towns to come and enjoy the programs.
   Prethrees classes are for ages Birth-3yrs and offer age 
appropriate stories, finger plays, Nursery rhymes, 
puppets, coloring pages and music. Name tags and a 
different theme are provided each week. Classes 
regularly occur on Mondays at 10am and 11am.
   Been There Done That Movin’ On Twos and Threes is 
for children who have been coming to the classes for a 
while and are capable of following more specific 
directions to musical games and are ready to learn new 
songs. Each week a different type of instrument is 
introduced and shared. Classes regularly occur on 
Tuesdays at 10am. 
   Music and Movement programs are for ages Birth to 
5 and use instruments, scarves and singing to enhance 
children’s language proficiency.  Songs and dancing 
combine to help children learn about rhythm and 
practice motor skills needed to improve their 
communication abilities. Scarves and musical 
instruments add to the fun. Classes regularly occur on 
Thursdays at 10am and 11am.
   Bedtime Music and Movement programs are fun for 
the whole family. This evening program offers a chance 
for working parents and older school aged children to 
join in the musical fun together. Jammies and favorite 
stuffed animals are encouraged. Classes occur regularly 
on the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30pm.

Schedule:
Prethrees: 
Mondays – 10am & 11am – January 13 – March 3
Been there done that: 
Tuesdays – 10am – January 14 – March 4 (No class Feb 18)
Science Class:
Tuesdays – 11am – January 14 – March 4 (No class Feb 18)
Bedtime Music & Movement: 
Wednesdays – 6:30pm – January 8, February 5, March 5
Music and Movement:
Thursdays – 10am & 11am – January 16 – March 6
Sing Along with Irv: 
Tuesday – 10-11am – February 18

Dinner 

   Dinner and a Movie continues on 
April 3 at 5:30pm when we will be 
showing American Hustle on Bluray! 

Pizza will be served at the half-way point with refreshments 
being served throughout. Viewers must be 18 or older as 
movies may contain adult themes and content. 
No registration is required. 
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Calendar of Events:

New programs are added frequently, so check in the Library and our Website for the most up-to-date schedule. 

March 2014
March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 Pre-Threes classes for children   10:00 & 11:00 am
March  4, 11, 18, 25  Been There Done That classes for children 10:00 am
March  4, 11, 18, 25  Science for Toddlers     11:00 am
March 6, 13, 20, 27  Music and Movement classes for children 10:00 & 11:00 am
March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 Computer classes for adults   6:00–7:00 pm
March 4, 11, 18, 25  Computer classes for adults   10:30–11:30 am
March  5, 12, 19, 26  Computer classes for adults   10:30–11:30 am
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 Needlers Club for adults    1:00–3:00 pm
March 4, 11, 18, 25  Teen Film Club     4:00 pm
March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 VITA Tax Assistance (Reg. Req.)   1:00–4:00 pm

March 4   Ancient Games for all ages   6:00 pm
March 5   Bedtime Music & Movement class for children 6:30 pm
March 6   David Koch – The Indian Wars and Connecticut 6:30 pm
March 11   Writers’ Round Write-In    6:00 pm
March 17   Women’s Forum     12:30–1:30 pm
March 18   Teen Movie Night – Catching Fire (Reg. Req.) 5:30 pm
March 19   Tech Talks – Scanning (Reg. Req.)   10:30–11:30 am
March 19   Friends of the Derby Neck Library Meeting 6:00 pm 
March 19   Read to Thor and Bailey    6:30 pm
March 20   Writers’ Round Discussion    6:30 pm 
March 27   Teen Game Day     5:00 pm
March 29   Kerry Boys Irish Music    2:00 pm
 

April 2014
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29  Been There Done That classes for children 10:00 am
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29  Science for Toddlers     11:00 am
April 3, 10, 17, 24  Music and Movement classes for children 10:00 & 11:00 am
April 7, 14, 21, 28  Pre-Threes classes for children   10:00 & 11:00 am
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29  Computer classes for adults   10:30–11:30 am
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30  Computer classes for adults   10:30–11:30 am
April 7, 14, 21, 28  Computer classes for adults   6:00–7:00 pm
April 5, 12, 19, 26  Needlers Club for adults    1:00–3:00 pm
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29  Teen Film Club     4:00 pm
April 6, 13   VITA Tax Assistance (Reg. Req.)   1:00–4:00pm

April 1    Ancient Games for all ages   6:00 pm
April 3    Dinner and a Movie (adults) – American Hustle  5:30 pm
April 8    Writers’ Round Write-In    6:00 pm
April 9    Bedtime Music & Movement class for children 6:30 pm
April 16   Tech Talks (Reg. Req.)    10:30–11:30 am
April 16   Friends of the Derby Neck Library Meeting 6:00 pm
April 17   Writers’ Round Discussion    6:30 pm
April 19   LIBRARY CLOSED (Easter Eve)     
April 20   LIBRARY CLOSED (Easter Sunday)
April 21   Women’s Forum     12:30–1:30 pm
April 22   Earth Day Drum Away the Blues (Reg. Req.) 6:00 pm   
April 26   Teen Video Game Tournament   2:00 pm


